Resighting andreporting banded shorebirds

Purpose andhistory of
shorebird banding

Shorebird bandingegan in Delaware Bay ir928.
Some of thenost important information collected
through the yearlas beembtainedthrough retrapping
previouslybandedirds. For example,fia shorebird is
trappedmore than once during migraticihe rate at
which it is gaining weight on its flight can be
determined. If it is captureid subsequent yearghe
percentage of birds from its spectlat survived during
theparticularyearcan be determinedirds captured in

places other than Delaware Bay may reveal importan
migrational or wintering habitats and insights into 4
migratory patterns and timinghis information was ;;5 2 ;

traditionally collectedusing the USFWS metahhd to
obtain the history on a bird.

In 2003,the Delaware Shorebird Projestpandedhe marking effort to include individually coded leg
flags(see otos) on Red KnotsCalidris canutu}, Ruddy TurnstonesAfenaria interpre$, and
Sanderlingsalidris alba). These flags can be easily read in the field with binoculars or spotting scopes.
Data can be gotten from the birds withoapturing themwhich has greatly increaséuk ability to

monitor them while reducinthe number of birdthatneeded to beaptured each yedmportantly, many

more people are becoming involved in observing these birds allowing them to participate in an important
research and monitoring project. In turn, this involvement has greatly expanded the scope ofrresearch
being onducted.

There are currentlthousandef shorebirds with individually marked flags. These birdslme seen

anywhere along the Atlantic Coast durithg winter or spring anfall migratiors. Every sighting of
these birds is very importatd the undetsinding and conservation of Delaware Bay shorebirds

What to Look For

Shorebirds are fitted with a variety of flag colors defieg
on the country within which they were bandEdr some
marking schemes, flag color abdnd positiorareimportant
to identify an individualFor others, simply the flagplor

Country Flag Color
United States | Green
(light/lime if coded)

andcode is enoughn the US, dark green flags do not hav,érhgle”tina gr%nge
an inscribe code tilight or lime green flags ddry to e €
record as much information from the marking scheme as Brazil BIu_e
possible. Canada White

An easy way to record bamahd flag informations to think of the

position of the band or Fdrags with 1
example the dagramat left illustratesa bird witha lime flagandred,

blue, and metal bands in the following positions:

Upper Left Leg: Red Band

Lower Left Leg: Blue Band

Upper Right Leg: Lime Flag with
Lower Right Leg: Metal USFWS Band

This can be readedas above or bysing the following notations:

R{ FL(AB)  orR/B:FL(AB)M
Bl M




It may be a bit more difficult in the field\sin the photdbelow, it ismorecommononly for some bands
to be seenThe most important information to record is the ftadpr andcode.

The above birds would be recorded as follows

Red Knot: Upper Left: Lime flag with AAXJO0 code; L
unknown; Lower Right: Nothin@R FL(AXJ)/ -:?/-

Sanderling:  Upper Left: Limef | ag with AUXCO code; Lower | eft
Nothing; Lower Right: Unknow®R FL(UXC)/?: -/?
(Dashes indicate no band or flag in that po:

Even knowing just the flagolor andcodeis enough to knowhen and wherthese birdswvere banded.

If you seea flagged bircplease collecand report as much de following informatioras possible

Location (Be as specific as possible)
Date
Species
Band andlag information(as described above)
o Flagcolor andcode (Most Inportant)
o Band colors
o Band and flag positions
Flock size of the species with a flagged individueseful if known)

Pleasaeportany observations of flagged birdsKevin Kalasz, Coordinatasf the Delaware Shorebird
Project(email preferred). For submiting them, yu will receive information on where and when the bird
you saw was bandednd the information you provide will be applied to shorebird research and
monitoring work

Kevin Kalasz

Natural Heritage & Endangered Species Program
DelawareDivision of Fish and Wildlife DNREC
4876 Hay Point Landing Rd.



